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The chambers of the Sacramento County 

Board of Supervisors were substantially filled 

with supporters of regional parks on July 19 

despite the 3:15 p.m. start time for the agenda 

item dealing with funding for regional parks.  

That was not lost on the supervisors who 

agreed to one element of what is needed to 

offer the best chance option to the voters.  On 

a 5-0 vote, they agreed to seek state enabling 

legislation to allow a November 2012 ballot 

measure for a 0.1 percent (1/10 of one cent, or 

one cent for every $10 of taxable sales) 

ÐÕÊÙÌÈÚÌɯÐÕɯÚÈÓÌÚɯÛÈßɯÛÖɯÍÜÕËɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯ

regional park system. 

2Ü×ÌÙÝÐÚÖÙɯ/ÏÐÓɯ2ÌÙÕÈɯÚ×ÖÒÌɯÖÍɯÈɯɁÚÌÕÚÌɯÖÍɯ

ÜÙÎÌÕÊàȭɂ 

The Grassroots Working Group (GWG) also is 

seeking to have the enabling legislation 

include the creation of an independent park 

district with an elected governing board.  The 

SARA Celebrates 50 Years 
By Stephen Green   

budget cuts.  And there was resolve to do 

something about it.  

SARA members remain committed to 

taking care of the resources we have and 

preparing for the future.  The goal is to 

secure adequate, stable, long-term 

funding so that parks are safe, well-

maintained and continue to provide 

recreation and economic benefits to our 

region. 

The SARA gathering was adjacent to the 

bike trail.  Despite the rain, there was a 

constant parade of walkers, joggers, 

cyclists and some equestrians passing by.  

They served as a reminder of the 

importance of the Parkway to 

community residents and businesses. 

A 2006 study estimated that direct 

annual spending for all Parkway related 

The rain came down in buckets as Save 

the American River Association 

celebrated a half century of advocacy for 

the American River Parkway.  

!ÜÛɯÛÏÈÛɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÚÛÖ×ɯÈÉÖÜÛɯƕƖƙɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯ

and friends from descending on the 

William Pond Recreation Area on June 

4th to see the dedication of a monument 

ÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÔÌÔÖÙàɯÖÍɯɁ/ÈÙÒÞÈàɯ%ÈÛÏÌÙɂɯ

William Pond whom we lost in 2009.  

They also heard from speakers, visited 

booths for allied organizations, and saw 

historic videos produced by SARA Board 

Member and Membership Chair George 

Nyberg.  Most of the discussion, 

however, was about the future.   

There was universal acknowledgement 

that our county regional parks are in 

serious decline due to severe county 

The Pond Family present at the unveiling include 
(from left to right): Karen Pond, Rachel Pond 
Camero, Lorenzo Camero, Isaac Camero, Naomi 
Camero, and Cade Kavouras 
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county. It belongs to the 

×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯȱɯ6ÌɀÙÌɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯÖÕɯ

the edge of a cliff with our 

ÞÖÕËÌÙÍÜÓɯ×ÈÙÒɯÚàÚÛÌÔȭɂɯɯ 

Janet Baker 

Former Director of County Regional Parks 

www.sarariverwatch.org 
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increased water supplies, 

unemployment continued to rise in 

ÈÓÓɯ2ÈÕɯ)ÖÈØÜÐÕɯ5ÈÓÓÌàɯÊÖÜÕÛÐÌÚȮɂɯÛÏÌàɯ

reported. 

3ÏÌɯÐÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÌɀÚɯÙÌÚÌÈÙÊÏɯÚÛÈÍÍɯ

anticipated criticism of their findings.  

So, they doubled figures compiled on 

San Joaquin Valley agricultural job 

losses by the University of the Pacific 

and the University of California, 

Davis.   

Ɂ3ÏÌɯËÖÜÉÓÌËɯÈÎÙÐÊÜÓÛÜÙÈÓɯÑÖÉɯÓÖÚÚÌÚɯ

(for the valley) are still less than 

construction job losses in Fresno 

"ÖÜÕÛàɯÈÓÖÕÌȮɂɯÛÏÌàɯÊÖÕÊÓÜËÌËȭɯɯɁ ÓÓɯ

of this suggests that there were other 

factors, besides water supply, driving 

high unemployment rates.  For 

example, the drought period 

coincided with the foreclosure crisis, 

ÈÕËɯÈɯÕÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÈÕËɯÎÓÖÉÈÓɯÙÌÊÌÚÚÐÖÕȭɂ 

Another factor was that the drought 

also increased the cost for electricity 

for California businesses and 

consumers.  Hydropower production 

was cut about in half, forcing the 

expenditure to an additional $1.7 

billion to purchase natural gas for 

power plants.  

The growers do have some legitimate 

complaints.  Ever changing water 

policies in California are driven by a 

hodge podge of laws, court rulings, 

restrictions, initiatives, contracts, 

traditions and precedents. 

As the Pacific Institute researchers 

ÊÖÕÊÓÜËÌËȮɯɁ"ÈÓÐÍÖÙÕÐÈɯÏÈÚɯÕÖÛɯ

reformed drought monitoring, 

evaluation, planning and response 

strategies the way other countries 

ÈÕËɯÙÌÎÐÖÕÚɯÏÈÝÌȱ6ÌɯÔÜÚÛɯÔÈÒÌɯ

genuine efforts to understand 

drought impacts, rather than misuse 

them to divert attention from 

ÚàÚÛÌÔÐÊɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔÚȭɂ 

3ÏÌɯÐÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÌɀÚɯÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯ

found at: www.pacinst.org/reports . Â 

Californians who have been traveling 

on Interstate 5 through the San 

Joaquin Valley during the past three 

years undoubtedly have seen signs in 

ÍÐÌÓËÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÚÓÖÎÈÕÚɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯɁ"ÖÕÎÙÌÚÚɯ

(Ô×ÖÚÌËɯ#ÙÖÜÎÏÛȭɂ 

Growers, particularly those on the 

West Side, would have us believe that 

cutbacks in water deliveries to the 

valley during three years of drought 

are responsible for crop losses and 

severe unemployment.  Keeping 

water in The Delta for the benefit of 

two -inch fish, they say, was a higher 

priority than the livelihoods of valley 

residents. 

Or as Rep. Tom McClintock, R-Elk 

&ÙÖÝÌȮɯ×ÜÛɯÐÛȯɯɯɁ+ÈÚÛɯàÌÈÙȮɯÛÖɯÔÌÌÛɯ

radical environmental demands, 200 

billion gallons of water contracted to 

the Central Valley were instead 

dumped into the Pacific Ocean.  The 

act destroyed 250,000 acres of 

farmland and cost tens of thousands 

ÖÍɯÑÖÉÚȭɂ 

,Ê"ÓÐÕÛÖÊÒɯÊÈÕɀÛɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯÛÖɯÈÕàɯ

credible source for his figures. 

The non-partisan Pacific Institute 

based in Oakland recently completed 

a nine-month study of what was 

really happening during the drought.  

3ÏÌÐÙɯÙÌÚÌÈÙÊÏɯÍÖÜÕËɯɁ"ÈÓÐÍÖÙÕÐÈɀÚɯ

agricultural community proved 

flexible and resilient, generating 

gross revenues in 2007, 2008 and 2009 

that were the highest on record.  

Growers employed a diverse suite of 

response strategies, including shifting 

crops, groundwater pumping and 

water transfers to buffer the 

ËÙÖÜÎÏÛɀÚɯÐÔ×ÈÊÛÚȭɂ 

There definitely were job losses 

throughout the Central Valley during 

the drought.  But those losses tended 

to be in construction, government 

and other sectors with low 

dependence on water supply, the 

researchers found. 

Most California Growers  Did Well During the Drought  
By Stephen Green  

RALEYôS IS 

SUPPORTING PARKS  

For more than 75 years, the 

Raleyôs company has been 

supporting local arts and 

community programs.  Now, the 

company has an initiative to 

support state parks. 

For every shopper at a Raleyôs, Bel 

Air, Nob Hill Foods or Food Source 

who brings along reusable bags, 

the company will donate 5 cents to 

state parks for each bag filled. 

Raleyôs has committed to donate 

up to $75,000 to California State 

Parks and up to $25,000 to Nevada 

State Parks during the current 

fiscal year.  

ñWhen we learned that nearly one 

quarter of Californiaôs State Parks 

are slated for closure, we 

immediately explored a way for 

Raleyôs to help,ò said Mike Teel, 

president and the chief executive 

officer. ñThe Raleyôs NickelAid 

campaign is a small but important 

first step in helping our State Parks 

address this huge financial 

challenge.ò 

Thank you Raleyôs! 
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supervisors apparently are not yet 

ready to include the independent 

district option.  It is clear they want to 

keep control of county regional parks 

and prefer a dependent district option.  

They have agreed to continue 

discussions regarding the independent 

district governance option.  

Save the American River Association 

continues to advocate for creation of 

the independent district and the 1/10 

of a cent funding option.  

By voting to seek enabling legislation, 

the supervisors rejected a staff 

recommendation to seek other sources 

of revenue such as a car-rental tax or 

concessionaires. 

More than 40 Sacramento County 

citizens, and even one from Yolo 

County, representing various parks 

stakeholder interests, spoke in favor of 

creating an independent district 

financed by a sales tax increase.  The 

only dissenter, Doug Ose, advocated 

contracting out management of some 

parks, allowing commercial 

development in other parks, and 

selling off some parks to create 

operating and maintenance revenue.   

The problem with selling off some 

parks to fund others is that it is one-

time money, not long -term sustainable 

funding as proposed by the GWG.  In 

addition, selling any of the current 

15,000 acres owned by the county is in 

ËÐÙÌÊÛɯÖ××ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ&6&ɀÚɯ

expressed goal to Rescue (all) County 

Regional Parks & Open Space parcels.   

Some supervisors said they were not 

pleased the county has seriously 

dismantled the county parks 

department, and eliminated several 

key positions.  Severe reductions to the 

ranger force and maintenance staff has 

resulted in accelerated deterioration of 

parks assets ɬ which is especially 

evident within the crown jewel of the 

system:  the American River Parkway.  

It also appears county staff have little 

knowledge of governing provisions of 

the 2008 American River Parkway 

Plan, which has been incorporated into 

state law. 

One of the most persuasive speakers 

was SARA Vice President Clyde 

Macdonald who laid out the need to 

establish stable funding for parks in 

articulate detail.  

(ÍɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÛÖɯÈÕàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÎÐÖÕÈÓɯ

×ÈÙÒÚɯÙÌÊÌÕÛÓàȮɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯÞÐÛÕÌÚÚÌËɯÛÏÌɯ

issues.  Trash, closed restrooms, 

broken water fountains, lawns dead 

and going to weeds for lack of water, 

gang-related graffiti on bridges and 

other infrastructure, invasive plants 

and trash in the river and on the river 

banks.  Non-allowed uses are more 

common such as off-pavement cycling, 

motorcycles and other motorized 

vehicles on the bike trail, and out -of-

control mass rafting parties, organized 

online. Vehicle break-ins are 

increasing.  

Janet Baker, who resigned as Director 

of County Regional Parks earlier this 

year because she no longer had the 

staff and resources to do her job, made 

ÚÖÔÌɯÌßÊÌÓÓÌÕÛɯ×ÖÐÕÛÚȭɯɯɁ3ÏÌɯÊÖÜÕÛàɯ

×ÈÙÒÚɯÚàÚÛÌÔɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÉÌÓÖÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ

ÊÖÜÕÛàȭɯɯ(ÛɯÉÌÓÖÕÎÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌȮɂɯ
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really on the edge of a cliff with our 

ÞÖÕËÌÙÍÜÓɯ×ÈÙÒɯÚàÚÛÌÔȭɂɯɯ 

The audience responded with 

È××ÓÈÜÚÌɯÛÖɯ)ÈÕÌÛɀÚɯÊÖÔÔÌÕÛÚȭ 

The county has 23 park units totaling 

more than 15,000 acres, of which the 

American River Parkway comprises 

4,606 acres.  There are some 6,000 acres 

of parkland that has never been 

opened to the public or where access is 

limited. Â 

 

American River 
Photo courtesy: George Nyberg 
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