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Saturday, Dec. 3, 2011  |  Effie Yeaw Nature Center  
 

9:30 a.m. ɭ Coffee, Breakfast Rolls and Socializing  

10:00 a.m. ɭ Meeting Begins  

11:30 a.m. or so ɭ Buffet Lunch  
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testify at hearings and write letters 

to the editor to stop threats to the 

ÙÐÝÌÙɯÈÕËɯ/ÈÙÒÞÈàȭɂ 

Dave Jones, a former Sacramento 

Assemblyman and current 

California Insurance 

"ÖÔÔÐÚÚÐÖÕÌÙȮɯÏÈÚɯÚÈÐËɯÙÌÎÐÖÕɀÚɯ

ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛÚɯɁÈÙÌɯÛÙÜÓàɯÉÓÌÚÚÌËɯÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯ

SARA as the advocate for this 

ÛÙÌÈÚÜÙÌȭɯȱɯ(ɯÞÐÚÏɯàÖÜɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯƙƔɯ

àÌÈÙÚɯÖÍɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÈËÝÖÊÈÊàȭɂ 

With more than 8 million visits 

annually, the Lower American is 

the most heavily used river for 

recreation in California.  The river 

meanders through the 6,160-acre 

Parkway in some of the most 

densely populated areas of the 

county.  No other urban area in the 

West has a comparable resource. 

The Parkway has become a prime 

destination for people who fish, 

bike, walk, jog, golf and float down 

M 
ost crusades begin in 

a small meeting 

somewhere.  This 

one was launched on the night of 

Feb. 28, 1961, in the Community 

Room of the Fulton-El Camino 

Park District in Sacramento. 

A group of river warriors 

gathered there to discuss how to 

preserve the fishery, wildlife and 

recreation values of the Lower 

American River and its 23-mile 

riparian corridor.  By the time the 

warriors adjourned to a nearby 

pub, Save the American River 

Association (SARA) had been 

born.   

For 50 years, SARA members 

have been the foremost policy 

advocates for preservation and 

enhancement of what has become 

the magnificent American River 

Parkway. 

The catalyst for that long-ago 

meeting was a decision by the 

Sacramento County Planning 

Commission to approve the 

placement of a subdivision within 

125 feet of the Lower American.  

2 1 ɀÚɯÍÖÜÕËÌÙÚɯÞÌÙÌÕɀÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ

to let that happen.  

Ɂ2 1 ɯÚÛÈÓÞÈÙÛÚȮɂɯÞÙÖÛÌɯ

ÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÈÕɯ/ÌÛÌÙɯ)ȭɯ'ÈàÌÚȮɯɁÈÙÌɯ

usually the first to go to court, 

the river in rafts, kayaks and 

canoes. 

People come to the Parkway for 

recreation, picnics, bird watching, 

horseback riding, or simply to 

enjoy the natural beauty and 

wildlife in the area.  Even in 

inclement weather, people cycle to 

ÞÖÙÒɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ/ÈÙÒÞÈàɀÚɯƜƖɯÔÐÓÌÚɯÖÍɯ

maintained trails.   

Each of those Parkway visits 

generates an average of $19 for the 

regional economy, or more than 

$364 million annually, according to 

a 2006 study. 

3ÏÌɯ/ÈÙÒÞÈàɀÚɯÐÕÐÛÐÈÓɯƖƗɯÔÐÓÌÚɯ

stretched from the face of Nimbus 

#ÈÔɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈÕɯ1ÐÝÌÙɀÚɯ

confluence with the Sacramento 

River in downtown Sacramento.  

After the revised American River 

Parkway Plan was incorporated 

into state law in 2009, the Parkway 

now extends another 6 miles over 

Lake Natoma (the small reservoir 

created by Nimbus Dam) to the 

face of Folsom Dam.  That addition 

gave the Parkway another 500 acres 

of surface water and 1,600 acres of 

land. 

But on that night SARA was 

established 50 years ago, what we 

now call the American River 
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