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Sacramento County's Board of Supervisors and
county executive dealt another crushing blow to
the operating budget of their Regional Parks

Once an NFL player, Keith
Jerome Wright now a suspect
in Sacramento County jail
Kim Minugh. § days. 7 hours
ago

system in June. What is the future of parks,
trails and open space in this region? Is there a
path to stable, secure funding and governance of
Regional Parks?

While city and eounty park agencies have faced extreme challenges during the four-plus years of
the economie downturn, the only governance structure faring well is the special district. Because
they receive a set percentage of property taxes, their operating budget fluctuates very little
compared with the more than 50 percent cuts facing city and county park agencies. Could special
district governance with a secure and stable funding source reseue Sacramento County Regional
Parks?

The groundswork for this shift has already been accomplished. For more than a year, the
Grassroots Working Group, an organization of community leaders and park advocates have
worked tirelessly and raised private funds to have the Trust for Public Land study options for
funding and governance for Sacramento County's regional park system. Polling was also done as a
companion to their study. All of this clearly pointed to the recommendation for a ballot measure to
create a regional special district for parks and fund the district with a 0.1 of 1 percent sales tax
increase,

Regional Parks has a 52-year legacy of environmental stewardship in this community. It is a
delicate balance to protect nature, while providing active recreation areas for a growing county.
The Regional Parks system in Sacramento County draws over 8 million visits annually. Our park

treasure is the American River Parkway.

Sacramento County Regional Parks operates and manages those 4,600 acres that were hard
fought to acquire, taking nearly 30 years to accomplish. The continuing fiscal crisis puts not only
the American River Parkway and its signature parks — Discovery, River Bend, Ancil Hoffman,
William Pond — at risk, but also 10,000 additional acres of natural beauty, wildlife and recreation
abundance including the Cosumnes River Preserve, Deer Creek Hills, Mather Regional Park, Effie
Yeaw Nature Center, Sacramento River Delta parks, Gibson Ranch and the Dry Creek Parkway.

The mission of Regional Parks is unique: to manage, protect and connect open space, trails and
large scenic parks to all parts of the region and beyond. The American River Parkway winds its
way from Felsom Lake through the eities of Rancho Cordova and Sacramento. The Dry Creek
Parkway in the northern county could eventually provide a multi-use trail system from the city of
Sacramento through Rio Linda, Placer County, across Folsom and then connect back with the
American River Parkway, creating a 72-mile loop trail. The newly developing eastern county
provides great opportunities for new trails and connections west to the Cosumnes River Preserve.
Without a strong Regional Parks agency, these opportunities will be lost forever.

Regional Parks, under the umbrella of Sacramento County government, must eompete with
priorities such as law enforcement and social services. In addition, the county "overhead" system
severely straps Regional Parks' budget. This year parks owes nearly as much to the county
government system in overhead — $2 million — as it receives in general fund support — $2.5
million. Simply put, Regional Parks cannot afford to be a part of big county government.

Without secure and stable funding, Regional Parks cannot sustain the existing park system or
grow with the region, Many of the state's special park districts are continuing to prosper and grow.
For example, check out East Bay Regional Park District's website and see the diverse facilities and
programs they offer in Alameda and Contra Costa counties. They stand in testament to what a
stable funding source and a proven track record can deliver, People trust their actions and leaders,

and have voted dly to pass bond and

to sustain and grow that
ageney. This type of thriving park system could exist in Sacramento County if a special district and
stable funding were approved by voters.

Unfortunately, the Board of Supervisors and the county executive want to spend another six
months studying various options with community stakeholders, most of whom have been involved
in the Grassroots Working Group effort over the past year. New options or "business models” do
not exist if this community wants free, accessible, safe, protected, well-managed and commercial-
free parks, trails and open space.

The Regional Park system does not belong to Sacramento County government or the Board of
Supervisors, but rather it is owned by every member of this community. And this commuanity
should expect that the Board of Supervisors will do everything in its power to provide the best
future for their park system. Without immediate action by the Board of Supervisors, Sacramento's
Regional Parks will continue to be dismantled, outsourced, privatized and reduced into oblivion.

The voters in Sacramento County deserve the chance to decide what type of regional parks, trails
and open space system they want. The Board of Supervisors needs to get this issue on the ballot
without further bureaucratic delays.

wiRecommend [ Be the first of your friends to recommend this.

© Copyright The Sacramento Bee. All rights reserved.

t® share

Janet R. Baker is the former director of Sacramento County Regional Parks.
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Why is Janet Baker and her nextin command, Jill Ritzman, not with the County Parks Department any longer?
Anyone who believes that they resigned o retired because they were in 0pposition to the direction the parks has
taken are liing on Fantasy Island. These people were resounding failures. They helped waste millions of
dallars and were ullimately responsible for the decaying park system. All hey cared about was supporting the
unions and maintaining their salaries. Now Janet Baker wants to spend more of our tax dollars in support of the
Grassroots warking group, a group who wants to take control of the parks system, without over site, buy more
land and connect it all at the cost of millions more of ourtax dollars. Money doesnt grow on park frees Janet!
Dont be fooled by comments by the likes of LillNC, who is a member ofthe Grassroots group!!
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Baker says: Withoutimmediate action by the Board of Supenvisors, Sacramento's Regional Parks will continue
to be dismantled, outsourced, privatized and reduced info oblivion.”

Actually, Gibson Ranch, whase management was outsourced recently, is coming back from “ablivion” like a
phoenix rising from the ashes of Bakers Parks Department. Pernaps the management of other run-down
county parks should be outsourced as well
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Janet, your "grassroots working group® was an exclusionary group that did not allow parficipation by anyone with
an altemaive idea of how to save our county parks. Your support of this group is blatantly self-sening, as you
were intimately invlved in its development and direction.
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Janet Bakers only claim to fame is her incompetence in running the county parks deparment. Franky, | dont
think that Janet could find her way out of the comer of a room. Janet spent countless hours of county time
helping the grassroots group come up with their new plan to *save” the county parks for one reason, ta ry to
were intimately imvolved in its development and direction
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Janet Baker's only claim to fame is her incompetence in running the county parks deparment. Frankly, | don't
think that Janet could find her way out of the comer of a room. Janet spent countless hours of county time
helping the grassrools group come up with their new plan to “save” the county parks for one reason, to try to
salvage her job. The plan was for the parks dept employees to move from the parks office into @ new
independent district, one that would not be accountable to the BOS. | would like the BOS to explain how much
taxpayer funded county staff time went into supporting, working with, and assisting ihe grassroats werking
group. Perhaps if Janets department had worked even half as hard on maintaining our parks, the parks
Wwouldnt be in their present deplorable condtion

If anyone wants to see how the proposed sales taxincrease will be wasted, at an estimate of over $17 million
think that Janet could find her way out of the comer of a room. Janet spent countless hours of county time
helping the grassroots group come up with their new plan to *save" the county parks for one reason, ta ry to
salvage herjob. The plan was for the parks dept employees to move from the parks office into @ new
independent district, ane that would not be accountable to the BOS. | wauld like the BOS to explain how much
taxpayer funded county staff time went into SUPPOMing, Working with, and assisting the grassroats working
group. Perhaps if Janets department had worked even half as hard on maintaining our parks, the parks
wouldnt be in their present deplorable condition.

If anyane wants o see how the proposed sales taxincrease will be wasted, at an estimate of over $17 million
peryear, one only has 1o laok at Now Janets department has wasted grant money. Janet spent over 5400,000
on an entry gate project at Gibson Ranch, a project that the Three Stoages could have finished for less than
$50,000. She recently spearheaded the §650,000 renovation ofthe Gibson Ranch Park Ranch House, a
dilapicated structure that still Iooks dilapidated, except with new roofing, lights, and air canditioners. Aftnough
for the amount of money spent the building could have been tom down and replaced with a larger state ofthe ant
beautiful facility, it appears that Janet ran out of money after spending all the grant money on supporting her
office and employee salaries. You know, all those months and years of “planning” to actually accomplish
something. Sonow the taxpayer is Ieft holding the bag to pay offthese grants on into perpetuity, with essentially
nathing to show for it

Anyone supporting the sales tax increase for county parks will simply be vating to throw their tax money away by
giving itto unaccountable and incompetent managers like Baker. Why wauld anyone want to hand over even
mare tax money to the same peaple that gotus here in the first place, a group that if t gets its way as an
independent park district, would no longer be beholden to anyone
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Funding the parks is always one of the firstthing to go....the reason, everyone Taxpayers and taxconsumers
alike use the parks. There is noway to single outthe taxpayers, so the government puts  blanket over
mare taxmoney to the same peaple that gotus here in the first place, a group that if it gets its way as an
independent park district, would no longer be beholden to anyone
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Funding the parks is always one of the first thing to go....the reason, everyone Taxpayers and taxconsumers
alike use the parks. There is no way to single outihe taxpayers, sa the government puts a blanket over
everyone. With enough pressure, they may be able o win a bigger tax increase
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Well according to the News today they report that we will have high unemployment through 2017
Funding the parks is always one of the first thing to go....the reason, everyone Taxpayers and taxconsumers
alike use the parks. There is noway to single outthe taxpayers, so the government puts a blanket over
everyone. With enough pressure, they may be able o win a bigger tax increase.
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Well according to the News today they report that we will have high unemployment through 2017.
Maybe itis time to tum our parks into Little Hoovenilles

Ifit will take until 2017, then we are in a Second Full Blown Great Depression.
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There's hope and change if we elect anew president in 2012. Wy betis thatif we elected a pro-
business president, the high unemployment levels would come down much sooner than 2017. The
class-warfare and socialist policies of our current president clearly are notworking to reduce

even though the uber-liberals justlove all the hate directed at hard working, successful
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folks.
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There's hope and change if we elect anew president in 2012. Ly betis thatif we elected a pro-
business president, the high unemployment levels would come down much Sooner than 2017. The
class-warfare and socialist policies of our current president clearly are notworking to reduce

even though the uber-liberals just love all the hate directed at hard working, successful
folks.
091022011 08:12 P10 in reply to ccampbell1945 2 Lkes Report Abuse Lie Reply
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Couldn't have anyone more pro-business than GW Bush. No regulations. Government set up
to pay his friends with no-bid contracts. $800 Billion in tax breaks for the wealthy. Tax breaks to
send jobs overseas. Ifyou are talking about real” business, don'tsee anyone representing
the GOP who does more than represent fundamentalist religions. Our “pro-business” Board of
Supenvisors just gave Gibson Ranch for free o Doug Ose as a “business plan” for his
personal profit. More crony “Capitalism”. Justwant to give you some of your partisan spin.
usadownthedrain is 3 good name for you
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Couldn't have anyone more pro-business than GW Bush. No regulations. Govemment setup
to pay his friends with no-bid contracts. $800 Billion in tax breaks for the wealthy. Tax breaks to
send jobs overseas. ffyou are talking about "real® business, don't see anyone representing
the GOP who does more than represent fundamentalist religions. Our “pro-business™ Board of
Supenisors just gave Gison Ranch for free to Doug Ose as a“business plan” for his
personal profit. More crany “Capitalism’™. Justwantto give you some of your partisan spin.
usadownthedrain is a good name for you
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Lillth, welcome home again fram your recent vacation

My offerto give you a personal guided tour of Gibson Ranch still stands from four
months ago. | regret that you continue to insist on apining without seeing or
understanding what is transpiring at Gibson Ranch

In July, over 33,000 people visited the park and had the opportunity to enjay a day of
sunshine and relaxation. Whythatis a disappointment to you eludes me

Lets play alitle game. This game is called "Lilith's World

In June 2010, the Board of Supenvisors issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) to take
over the operation and management of Gibson Ranch. The County very clearly said
they lacked the funds to keep the park open. Lillith provided no input to the structure of
the RFP nor did she submit a propesal

In March 2011, the Board of Supenisors awarded a ten year lase to a private operator
torun the park. Lillth did not appear at the hearing and offerred no written testimony in
favor or againstihe proposal,

Between April 1 and today, Lillith regularly and with enthusiasm blogged about what a
bad idea tis to privatize the operation of Gibson Ranch, apparently preferring to keep it
closed unil some fairy godmother appeared to make all things better. In this case, ihe
fairy godmather is the so-called Grass Roots Working Group thatis advocating for an
increase in sales tax rates 10 as 1o fum vast new sums of money over to a new
governmental entity led and managed by the people who failed o miserably in
protecting these park assets in the first place.

Itis now early September 2011. Gibson Ranch has been open and privately operated
since April 1. Itis clearly being utilitized by the public. The deferred maintenance that
had accumulated under the auspices ofthe County Parks Department is being
systemically repaired. The grounds are clean. The grass is being cut. The
bathrooms are clean. The garbage is being removed. The rental cabins are being
refurbished. The equestrian operation is prospering. Groups of walkers welcome
&ach day at sunrise with a three orfive mile walk The lake is stocked with fish and
Kids of all ages are trying their luck every day. Families are picnicing, riding bikes,
fiying kites, playing volleyball, camping every day.

Lillth's World would have none of this ever occur. Itis a dreary place ocoupied by
people of limited visian who insist on telling everyone what should be done buthave
never done anything themselves. They hide their inadequacies behind a web
pseudonym so no one can ever know wha they are. They rootfor the failure of those
wha risk and do, so that one day they can say “See....\We told you so.

To thase who dontlive in Lillitw's World, 1 say thank you for the oppartunity to apen this
park and provide a place where the residents of this County can safely gather for active
and passive recreation. My team and | are working every day to restore and improve
Gibson Ranch. In the eventwe fail, then at least the park will nave been open in the
interim, and | will humbly acceptthe ridicule that the Lilliths of the warid will be quickto
pin on me. In the meantime, we will confinue to do the bestwe can. Come see what
we have to offer. We appreciate your support

Gibsen Ranch: a litle bit of country and a whole lot of fun!
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Lillith, the point is that a typical recession Iasts 1-2 years and then the econamy
rebounds when our government makes the right maves to restart the economy.
However, in this case, the recession is prolanging much langer because our country
made the mistake of electing a hati
wha doesn't know/understand whatit takes to fixthings. Creating a bunch of make-
work short-term obs in liberally-gominated industries like global warming research,
and temporarily extending jobs in statelocal govemment that were targeted for
elimination with unsustainable federal grants is clearly not the answer to restoring a
healthy economy. So, instead of things getiing better, they're getiing worse. And they
will continue to do o until we make a change and geta new presidential
administration that understands how to fix things right. And his isn' “spin’, its reality,
Whether you aceept it or not. Fortunately, millions of Americans are realizing this, ergo
Gbama's poll ratings which are dropping like a rock with every passing month
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