
TO THOSE OPPOSING LOCATING THE USBR/DWR JOINT OPERATIONS CENTER (JOC) ADJACENT TO THE AMERICAN RIVER PARKWAY

SARA and the CITIZENS AGAINST PAVING THE PARKWAY are opposed to locating the JOC at Nimbus.  We have been recently advised that serious communications are going on between the County of Sacramento and the federal and state agencies seeking to consolidate their northern California dam operations at Nimbus – to locate instead at one of the two alternate sites listed in the EIS/EIR.

The County of Sacramento, the cities of Sacramento and Rancho Cordova and virtually all local state and federal elected representatives have submitted official letters opposing the proposed Nimbus site.  The universal preference, of citizens and elected officials alike, is that the JOC be sited at one of two alternate locations -- both in Rancho Cordova.  Both alternate sites are included in the EIS/EIR document. EIS/EIR comments are due to be received no later than the close of business on Monday, November 7th.  You may also provide your comments via e-mail to the e-mail address provided below.  The JOC EIS/EIR document may be reviewed at:
http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvo/joc.html


SEND IN YOUR COMMENTS NOW!

We need a few minutes of your time to help STOP the location of this huge project, near the Nimbus Fish Hatchery, and thus loom over the American River Parkway and immediately adjacent homes.  We need your letters raising objections to issues in the environmental impact report.  Your letters do not have to be long.  However, we need many letters to demonstrate community opposition.  Letters must be mailed to arrive by the close of business on Monday, November 7, 2011.


To make this easier for you, we have listed the primary issues below.  We recommend you use the following format:

1. Write what you think the DEIR doe not do adequately cover. Pick one or more issues out of the list below and present your objections in your own words.  If possible, keep your comments to a single page.

2. Sign the letter and be sure to mail, or e-mail, it to arrive by November 7th

PRIMARY ISSUES

1. BUILDING IN A FLOOD PLAIN:  The DEIS does not describe why it would be good policy to build the statewide flood center below a major dam.

2. BUILDING IN THE AMERICAN RIVER PARKWAY ZONE:  The DEIS does not adequately describe the impacts to the American River Parkway – Sacramento’s natural treasure and most popular recreation area – or to its users.

3. A SOFT TARGET FOR TERRORIST ATTACKS:  The DEIS identifies the JOC as a high security risk operation that must meet new mandates for Homeland Security.  The DEIR does not adequately describe likely methods of attacks and how Parkway users, adjacent homes, businesses and schools would be protected.  

4. INCREASED TRAFFIC ON ALREADY CONGESTED ROADWAYS:  The JOC facility would house 600 employees and require 800 parking spaces.  The DEIR does not adequately describe the impact on already congested roadways, including Hazel Avenue and Highway 50.  The DEIR does not adequately propose full mitigation of the traffic impacts, especially during rush hours.

5. NIGHT LIGHTS:  For security, the JOC would be lighted at night.  The DEIR does not adequately describe how extensive night lighting would affect adjacent neighborhoods or how the lighting would affect wildlife in the Parkway.

6. MIGRATING WILDLIFE:  The construction of the JOC adjacent to the Fish Hatchery would further narrow the east-west wildlife migration corridor, making it the most congested along the Lower American River.  The DEIR does not describe the impacts to migrating wildlife.

7. DISRUPTION OF ANIMAL HABITATS:  The JOC would convert many acres of habitat to urban uses, mostly to parking lots and roads.  The DEIR does not adequately describe how these habitat losses would be fully mitigated.

You may have other concerns with the EIS/EIR document.  Please address one or more you are most concerned with, and mail or e-mail your comments immediately to:


Mail To:

Bureau of Reclamation
Office of Environmental Affairs
2800 Cottage Way
Sacramento, CA 95825
Attention: Douglas Kleinsmith

Or E-Mail to:dkleinsmith@usbr.gov

Re: Joint Operating Center Draft EIS


Dear Sir:

Say you object to the Nimbus location for the center – use your own words.




Thank you,

Warren V. Truitt, President
Save the American River Association (SARA)
4441 Auburn Boulevard, Suite H 
Sacramento, CA  95841
info@sarariverwatch.org




