
Grassroots Working Group Recommendations

May 24, 2011

RESCUE OUR REGIONAL PARKS & OPEN SPACE



}May 12, 2010

} June 2010

} September 2010

} February 2011

}May 2011

} Board of Supervisors Efficiency Workshop

ÇCounty Staff Studying Funding Options

}Grassroots Working Group Formed

}Report Back to Board of Supervisors

ÇBoard Members support Grassroots Effort

Ç Board request County Counsel & 
Executive to work with Grassroots

ÇProgress Report No. 1 Presented

} Progress Report No. 2 Published

}Recommendations Published

}Recommendations Submitted to Board of 
Supervisors for Action
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ậConduct and Analysis by Fairbanks, Maslin, Maullin, Metz (FM3)

ậ 600 Likely November 2012 Voters ðFebruary 7 thru 13, 2011

ậMargin of Sampling Error +/ - 4%

ậ 62% - regional parks are extremely or very important

ậ 73% - support funding for regional parks

ậ Sales Tax Preferred

ậ Independent District preferred

ậ Take care of what we have before expanding

ậ Funding Shared with Neighborhood Parks

ậ Appendix A to Recommendations Report
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1. Submit the following to Sacramento County 
voters in November 2012 to determine the future 
of our Regional Parks & Open Space

a) Creation of Independent Regional District 

b) Sales Tax of 0.1%  (i.e. a penny per $10)

c) A guarantee that existing tax revenues allocated to 
Regional Parks will not be replaced with new tax 
revenues

2. Support state legislation needed to enable a vote 
in November 2012 & to continue consideration of 
Grassroots Working Group Recommendations
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The American River Parkway
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}Proven model as regional economic engine
ƁEast Bay Regional Park District

}Strict Focus on Park Management
ƁSupervisors sit on 25+ Boards/Commissions

}Polled Much Better in Public Opinion Survey
ƁGives best chance at ballot box w/ new special tax

}Better Partnering Opportunities
ƁNon - profit grantees, closer ties to land trust entities

}More Flexible Uses of Revenue for O & M
ƁCurrent law requires 75% be spent on capital outlay

}Dependent District attempt failed in 1994
ƁAs did American River Parkway JPA attempt in 2007



Funding Sources Uses of Funds

ậUser Fees and Charges

Ç13.0 %

ậ Existing Tax Revenues Used 
for County Regional Parks

Ç12.7%

ậ Sales Tax Revenue

Ç74.3%

ậ $22,870,000 Estimated

ậO&M Existing Developed Lands 

1) Restore to Full Use

2) Adequate Ranger Staffing

3) Reserve for Major Maintenance

4) New District Startup Costs

Ç 56.8 %

ậ Improve Existing Lands (24.5%)

1) Currently Undeveloped Publicly Owned 
Park Lands

2) Protect the American River Parkway

Ç 24.5%

ậ Funding & Grant Assistance to Local 
Parks & Nonprofits 

Ç 18.7%

ậ $22,870,000 Estimated
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ESTIMATED $17 MILLION PER YEAR
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Deer Creek Hills



ậMust be enacted in 2011 for a November 2012 ballot measure

ậEnabling only 

Ç Does not mandate action re: governance or funding

ÇRequired to continue consideration of Grassroots Working 
Group Recommendations until July 2012

ậBoS may initiate formation of independent district and has sole 
responsibility for oversight of  formation process

ậAllows financial assistance to local parks and nonprofits

ậEnables County to propose levying a smaller sales tax increase 
than allowed under current law

ậSingle ballot measure to both form and fund district
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1. Authorize County Legislative Advocate to 
pursue the proposed legislation

2. Request that Staff work with Grassroots 
Working Group and report back in 60 days 
with a time schedule and action plan for 
preparation of a ballot measure for 
submittal to the Board of Supervisors in July 
2012
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Dry Creek Parkway



ậ Our Regional Parks and Open Space System as we 
know it has a chance to survive

ậ Opportunities will exist to improve undeveloped 
publicly owned park lands and link these lands to 
existing developed park lands to relieve pressure 
on the American River Parkway

ậ The System will provide health and recreation 
benefits and be seen as desirable by people and 
businesses considering relocation to our region 

ậ The System will continue to contribute to the 
economic engine of the Sacramento region  
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ậ System deteriorates further with additional 
closures, or becomes fragmented and 
commercialized as pressure mounts to generate 
revenue from users and new activities

ậ Loss of a magnificent natural resource acquired 
and developed with public funds over more than 
50 years

ậ Inability to provide this most basic quality of life 
amenity for our region and loss of health and 
recreation benefits

ậ Businesses and individuals considering relocation 
to Sacramento region are discouraged and our 
economy suffers

14



òIt is our task in our time and in our 
generation to hand down undiminished to 
those who come after us, as was handed 

down to us by those who went before, the 
natural wealth and beauty which is ours.ó

President John F. Kennedy

March 3, 1961
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Grassroots Working Group

% Save the American River Association

4441 Auburn Boulevard, Suite H

Sacramento, CA 95841

Tel: (916) 482-2551

www.sarariverwatch.org/grassroots.php


